Liver transplantation for familial amyloidotic polyneuropathy in Australia.
Familial amyloidotic polyneuropathy type 1 (FAP-1) is a type of systemic amyloidosis caused by mutant transthyretin (mTTR) that is mainly produced in the liver. Most patients have progressive peripheral and autonomic neuropathy. Ten patients with FAP underwent orthotopic liver transplantation (OLT) at the Queensland Liver Transplant Service (Princess Alexandra Hospital, Brisbane, Australia). Nine patients are still alive, and one patient died of cardiac failure 10 days after OLT. Some symptoms of FAP were alleviated in some of the patients. OLT seems to be a worthwhile treatment for FAP, because it halts the progression of symptoms and achieves improvement in some patients.